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SCCS programmes and services manager Jodie Sim

(left) and Malaysian Red Crescent Stampin District

vice chairman Jimmy Chia welcome members of the

public to sign up as stem cell donors.

KUCHING: People from all walks of life are

called to support a blood donation and

stem cell donor campaign to be held at

VivaCity Megamall here on May 25.
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The event from 10am to 3pm is jointly organised by Sarawak Children’s Cancer Society (SCCS),

blood bank of Sarawak General Hospital, Malaysian Stem Cell Registry (MSCR) and Malaysian

Red Crescent (MRC) Stampin District.

The campaign is aimed at saving lives and helping replenish the blood bank, said a statement

received yesterday.

The stem donor drive aims at encouraging members of the public to sign up as potential

donors of blood stem cells to enable matching patients to undergo blood stem cells

transplant.

It is also aimed at helping patients su�ering from blood-related diseases such as leukaemia

and aplastic anaemia.

According to data from MSCR as of December last year, there were 31,895 registered

volunteers in MSCR and of these, only 725 are Sarawakians.

“Due to the diversity of race and intermarriages among Malaysians, the probability of �nding a

matching donor for a patient is very low, especially for patients from Sarawak, as the

registered donors of Sarawakian ethnicity account for only about two per cent of the existing

registered donors,” the statement added.

As such, Sarawakians are encouraged to pledge as potential blood stem cell donors to

increase the chances of �nding a compatible donor for patients from Sarawak.

Individuals who want to volunteer as blood stem cell donors should be Malaysian citizens

aged between 18 and 50, healthy and free from any chronic diseases.

For more information, call Wendy Tan at 019-818 2244 or SCCS at 082-686276.
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